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A letter from Father Roberts  
  Brothers and sisters in Christ:  A new year is upon us.  The last year has been a busy one, one of 

shared ministry, welcoming new friends and saying goodbye to some very dear ones; a time for 

new directions, discoveries and plans for St. Mary’s future.  Our long time rector retired in August; 

we formed our search committee and began looking into what makes St. Mary’s, well, St. Mary’s!  It 

seems apropos that our New Year jumps off, invariably, with our celebration of the Epiphany on 

Jan. 8.  Epiphany means to “show forth, to reveal.”  And, for Christians, this word is tied inextrica-

bly to the men coming from the east looking for a long foretold Messiah; they find Jesus, of course.  

They discover, if you will, the revelation of God’s love in the world expressed in a way never seen 

before or since:  God came down to dwell among us.  We are called, during this strange and heady 

time when kids go back to school, teachers go back to work and routines are resumed, to discover 

something all over again:  God has come again among us.  In fact, He never left.   

Lent will soon be here, in just seven or so weeks!  Epiph-

any, the beginning of that time between Christmas and 

Lent, gives us much needed space to reflect, if we are will-

ing, what God is calling us to do; now that we have once 

again been reminded of God’s immense love for us in 

Christ, what are we called to do now?  How should we 

reflect on our life in community and on new ways to serve 

that community and our God?  We have a lot coming in 

the New Year.  We will select a new priest-in-charge to 

lead us into our future life as a worshipping community.   

Continued 



 

 

 Continued from front: 

 

 Some things will change; much will remain the same. But starting a new year or a 

new journey is not enough for us  as Christians. We must work. We must find 

ways to recommit ourselves to discovery along the way, if renewal is to be 

possible for us at St. Mary’s.  God dwells among us – how does that tell us 

to open ourselves in ways we have not before?  The answer is up to you 

and me.   

...Fr. Roberts 

January Newsletter Youth Section  

 Join the children and youth of St. Mary's on Sunday, Jan. 8th at the 10:30 service for our an-

nual Epiphany pageant.  The pageant is an appropriate way for us to begin the New Year, 

as it tells the story that shapes our Christian narrative, from the creation through the nativ-

ity.  St.  Mary's youth will be on the move again in January after a quiet time since mid De-

cember.  Please, youth families, take some time to look at the calendar below.  Fr. George 

  

For January 

 Jan. 8, Sunday, Epiphany Pageant 

 Jan. 8, Sunday, Confirmands will meet right after 10:30 service to go to Panera for lunch 

(bring $$ for that) and then to hold our first class of the new year). 

 Jan. 22, Sunday, 5:30 EYC – join us for games, a little worship, some fun, and more (we end 

at 7:30) 

 Jan. 29, Sunday, immediately following the 10:30 service, a parish spaghetti lunch fund-

raiser – please make plans to be with us to help serve our parishoners and raise money for 

our end of the year weekend trip to St. Christopher’s, Seabrook Island, near Charleston 
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                                                              From the editor:                                                                                                                        

OK, I did my first newsletter. It was a learning experience. I’m still trying to master 

Microsoft Publisher’s editing tools, but I often yearn for the old days when reporters 

would edit their typewritten copy with a heavy lead pencil and send it to the city 

desk. The copy editor would write the headlines and send a layout to the composing 

room. 

  So much simpler.                 

  As I try to put the January issue together we are encountering problems accessing the web site where I 

collect a lot of the information used in the newsletter. I’m still hoping I can get it out on time. 

  I hope to make the newsletter very readable and attractive to the eye. But I know I will need more real 

photos to liven up the copy. If any of you have a picture of a church activity please send it to our web site 

at http//remote.stmaryscolumbia.org. You may also send it to me at adozier1@sc.rr.com. 

  I would appreciate parish members reporting on church events they attend.   

  In last month’s Messenger we had an excellent story from Susan Elwood  on the Outreach Ministry’s  

“Pay It Forward” program. The entry included a long list of quotes from those who took a dollar from 

the “wooden bowl” and made it into a much larger donation to different charitable causes. 

 A family of five pooled the money, tripled the amount, and made a donation to Oliver Gospel Mission 

for seven Thanksgiving dinners. 

  Another donor asked family and friends to add a few bucks that went to purchase 48 packages of pea-

nut butter sandwich crackers and 28 individual fruit cups for the Winter Shelter. 

  Everybody had a different idea. The list kept going on and on. 

  I think it’s great if members of our parish can recount any event like that for The Messenger. 

    In the notes given to me by former editor Katy Beckham, I was advised to solicit contributions from 

anyone who would like to tell the story of a “faith journey.” 

    That sounds intriguing. 

  I’m sure there are many different stories of faith journeys traveled by members of our parish. Please feel 

free to share those stories. 

    I  hope everyone enjoyed the holiday season. 

    Happy New Year! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays  

01/01 Ann Pilat                                      01/26   Ernest Pollock                           

01/04 Michael Topinka                          01/27   Linda Brumbaugh 

 Amie Ritner                                   01/28   Ward Mungo 

01/05 Bob Hayden                                               Morgan Fields 

 Sydney Von Kannel                                  Julia Gambill 

01/06 Henry Hixson                                01/29    Betsy  Hirsch 

 John Ritner                                                  Cynthia Burdett 

01/07 William Connors                            01/30   Luisa Gonzalez 

 Elizabeth Soland                                         Jim Blanchette 

 Thomas Sponseller 

01/08 Ira Driggers 

 Gregory Harmon 

01/10 Sarah Harmon 

 Julie Blanchette 

01/12 George Bryan 

 Stephen Hirsch 

01/13 Mike Evans 

 Barry Dail 

 Jamie Keller 

01/14 Carol McGinnis Kay 

01/15 Margaret Thomas 

 Laura Ferry 

 Allyson Von Kannel 

01/17 Rolando Vazquez 

01/19 Linda Leeke 

 Harry Driggers 

01/21 Lessie Bailey 

 Hoyt Wheeler 

 Jeanie Beckham 

 Tom Bowles 

 Wanda Tarpley 

 Chase Norris 

01/22 Samuel Skinner 

  

 We pray for all expectant mothers, especially:  

Ingrid Driggers, Miranda Ritner, Margaret Lumpkin-Love, Danielle 

Parshall Corder and Meghan Sponseller Ward. 

 

We remember these people in prayer: 

Cyndi Smith, Julie Gardner, Connie Brantley, Barbara Boal, Osborn 

Family, Victoria McMaster, Otto Amos, Duan Sinclair, Lois Sinclair, 

Jay Thrash, Doris Reardon, Iris Massey, Stan Davis, Alice Whitehead, 

Linda Hoffman, Lynn Sawyer, Patsy and Buddy Jones, Gabriel Her-

nandez, Eddie Netzloff, Genevieve Tarpley, Tammy McBrine, Fr. Bill 

Anderson, Lois Sibert, Peter and Faye Rassmussen, Bill Mackie, Betty 

White, Sue Conner, Kerri Watts, Allen Jones, Tom McCarlin, Bill Mor-

row ,Vivian David. Mary Middleton, Chase MacWilliam, Phil Morris, 

Judith Williams, Skip Gains, Elizabeth Mobley, Bill Lumpkin, Ginger 

Gdovin, Bob Rike. 

We pray for Barack Obama, our President, and those in the 

Armed Services, especially: Billy Schaefer, Marilyn Jenkins, Stephen 

McDaniel, Alston Middleton, David Bland, Edgar Martin, John Bur-

dett, Jim Blanchette, Jonathan Withington, Eric AIiffi, Robert S. Gon-

zalez, Mallory Rebecca McKendry, Marc Fowler, Clint Hundley, Greg 

Vaughn, Jonathan Guillerault, David Gray, Samson Chastain, John 

Nethercutt, Wiley Alford, Matthew Brooks, James Guillerault, Joshua 

Chastain, David Weinke, Quentin Parker, Talcott Nichols, Gene Lime-

house, William White, Jasper Varn, Stan Sheftall, Kyle Beaver, Kurt 

Love, Michael Graham, Jeremy Russell, Jay Kirkland, Carl Garris, 

Chris Meador, Cameron Fitzgerald, Johnathon Wallace, Brick Bailey, 

Cyndie Duckett Burdett, Kevin McClure, J. S. White, Ann Marie 

Marcellino, Al Farrarr, Geoff Reeves, Jerry Anthony Harris, Jamie 

Hooten, Lee Shelton, Michael McLeod, Philip Lohret, Derek Rast and 

Adam Standley  
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     The following were elected to the Vestry and as 2012 convention delegates at St. Mary’s            

  annual parish meeting held Dec. 11. 
    

  Vestry                                                Delegates 
    Steven Mungo                                                       Cyndi Boot 

   Kenny Standley                                                     Bill Head 

   Cecile Strait                                                            Judith Head 

   Wanda Tarpley                                                      Pat Stout 

   Brian Tankersley        

   Mary Wyatt 

  

Lenten activities planned  
 Christian Formation Ministry has been working on plans for the Lenten studies for 2012 and 

have several exciting opportunities for the members of Saint Mary's. 

 

1. Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 21 - The youth will prepare and serve a pancake supper. We will use 

this event to kick off the Lenten studies.  

2. Jack Burdett has arranged to have the Labyrinth for our observance again this year. 

3. On Tuesdays, beginning on Feb. 28, we will offer two studies for adults and activities for 

children. The studies will begin at 6:30 p.m. All adults and children are encouraged to bring a 

sack supper. The studies will be conducted so that you can have you supper along with the 

study. Brent Driggers will lead one study. Father George Roberts and Frank Ballard will lead 

the other study. 

4. Carol McGinnis Kay will present a program about Anglican cathedrals. These programs will 

begin on Thursday, March 1 at 7 p.m. and will continue for four weeks. 

5. We are planning to offer a daytime study on Wednesdays during Lent. The program details 

and meeting time are still being arranged. 

 

  We in the Christian Formation Ministry believe that we have planned some exciting programs 

that will enhance your Christian growth during Lent. We will provide more specific details in 

the near future. Please put these dates on your calendars and plan to join us. 



 

 

                                                Episcopal Church Women News  
  

Upcoming Events:  

  

Jan. 8 - Next planning meeting, 4 p.m. 

Jan. 24 - St. Margaret's Guild, 10 a.m. 

April 12  - Spring Branch Meeting, 7 p.m. 

April 28  - ECW Garage Sale 

  

Planning Meeting : Our next planning meeting was rescheduled for Jan. 8, at 4 p.m. in the Mary room. 

We will continue with plans for the cookbook and the rest of our year.  Our newly-elected officers for 

2012 are:  Pat Stout, President; Sylvia Clyburn, Vice-President; Gwen Longino, Secretary/Promotion & 

Publicity; and Michele Lyerly, Treasurer.  All women are invited to attend the planning meetings. 

  

St. Margaret's Guild :     We did not meet in November and December.  Our next meeting is Jan. 24, at 10  

a.m. in the Mary room.  Father Chris Clements will have our program.  If you are not getting reminders 

and would like to be on the list, send an e-mail to:  trumpqueen@att.net, and I will add you to the list.    

  

Cookbook :  Gwen is working on the cookbook, and we still anticipate an April distribution.  You can re-

serve a copy or copies now so that you will be sure to get what you want.  There will be a set number 

printed for sale.  The cost is anticipated to be $10. 

  

Bake Sale:  The Bake Sale was a success even though we had a smaller number of bakers this 

year.  Thanks to Peggy Pickels and her committee for making it possible and a big thanks to all who 

baked! 

  

We are always open to new ideas so come to our planning meetings.  Everyone is welcome. 

https://remote.stmaryscolumbia.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=a9ed6f209ea946f9a42b00412e110d62&URL=mailto%3atrumpqueen%40att.net


 

 

                                             Acolyte Schedule January 2012                                      

Acolytes        1 8 15 22 29 

 8 a.m. 

  

 Crucifer 

  

  

  

No  Service Brody Boone Josh Fields Hannah  Hirsch Tab  Hirsch 

 10:30 a.m. 

 Sr. Acolyte 

  

  

Daniel Roberts Lizzie Smith Daniel Roberts Lizzie  Smith Daniel Roberts 

 Crucifers 

 First 

  

  

Zach  Standley Lettie  Woods Nick  Marsh Emily Simmons Zach  Standley 

 Clergy Crucifer 

  

  Riley Tankersley Sarah  Marsh Julia Pickett Tanner  Matthews 

 Torchbearer 

  

  

  

  Caroline Burdett Janie Lynch Adam Wyatt Caroline  Burdett 

 Torchbearer 

  

  

  

 Elizabeth  Buzzell Katie  Burdett Abby Cooper Alex Wyatt 



 

 

 
 

Name Tag Board Update  

 Thanks  to Bill Carrion, we now have a big change in the nametag board.  

He has replaced the “non-magnetic” strips with sheets of metal.  The 

nametag, with the backing, will be on the board.  We thank you for your 

patience while this change is implemented. 

Please help me in getting nametags for all of you.  If you do not have a 

nametag  (you are relatively   new)  or if you have lost your nametag, 

please E-MAIL me.  (I cannot remember when you tell me at church!!) 

Wearing your nametag helps us all to show our hospitality to each other, 

especially the new parishioners and visitors.  Wearing your nametag to 

Hospitality Hour helps also, and there is a basket to leave the nametag 

there when you leave. 

 Thank you for doing your part to prove that St. Mary’s is a warm welcom-

ing church. 

    Terry Henshaw   thenshaw@bellsouth.net  



 

 

 

 Screening committee update  
  

To: The Saint Maryôs Parish Community 

 Please accept this correspondence to serve as additional information for parish review involved in the Priest in Charge 

Screening Process. 

  The Committee met on Tuesday (12/21) and pared down the number of initial approved applicants from nine (9) to a group 

of five (5) primary candidates.  Included among these are two (2) females and three (3) males currently serving in parishes 

from the East Coast to middle of the country to the desert West.  This select group will be the individuals who will be the fo-

cus of personal reference checks.  The Committee also determined to schedule a second round of video teleconferences in 

early January to address specific questions personalized for each candidate.  This will be done in order to determine the final 

two-three candidates in preparation for the home congregation interview/visits. 

  Referring back to the Steps within the Screening Process, the Committee is fully involved in those activities which will lead 

to the actual engagement of Step 7.   

  7) Upon completion of phone interviews, the Screening Committee determines which candidates will be visited in their 

home congregations. 

  As of this time, we are still utilizing a timeline of February-March 2012 for the completion of this Committeeôs work.  As a 

reminder, the remainder of the Committeeôs role in this process is outlined in Steps 8-10. 

8) Upon completion of the visits to the home congregations, the Screening Committee notifies the Ordination Officer 

and reports which candidates will be considered as finalists.  At that time, the Ordination Officer requests full back-

ground, financial and criminal checks on the final candidates. 

 9) The Screening Committee will make preparations for the finalist(s) to visit the parish.  During this visit, the final-

ist(s), the Bishop and the Senior Warden will also meet together 

 10) The Vestry approves a candidate and notifies the Bishopôs Office. 

    The final two steps are referenced below: 

11) A Letter of Agreement is completed between the candidate, the Bishop and the Vestry.  Announcement of the 

decision is made public after all parties have signed the Letter of Agreement. 

12) The new Priest-in-Charge, the Vestry and the congregation initiate a shared ministry. 

  As provided previously, the list of Screening Committee members is listed below again for everyoneôs reference.  Understand 

that, for the sake of maintaining the integrity of the process itself, representatives of the Committee may have been asked to 

keep their own personal opinions of the individual candidates interviewed to themselves until final evaluations are made; 

however, that should not stop anyone from sharing their thoughts on the progress of the interview process as a whole.  If 

something comes to mind, please do not hesitate to ask any of the following individuals: Bill  Shirey, chairman, Jane Bleckley, 

secretary; Gwen Longino, vestry liaison,;  George Martin, Lou Floyd, Heather Jordan, Chip Lyerly, Brent Driggers, Luisa Gon-

zalez, Broderick Boone, Elizabeth Simmons, Jack Burdett, Bill Mackie, Mark Kellam, Martha McDade. 

Bill Shirey, chairman 
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Adventures in Learning  

Fun and Fellowship for Folks 50+  

Winter Session meets every Tuesday, January 10 through March 6, 2012 

9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

New Classes include:  

 Religious Holidays of Three Faiths – The Rev. Bill Anderson 

 CSI:  Columbia – Joan Van Leuven 

 Healthy Lifestyles – Carole Burke and Leslie Foster 

Charlemagne and His Empire - Susan Dillon 

 Easy Fixes – Chuck Sovick 

 Poetry:  Rhyme and Reason – Sherrie Morrison 

 Baroque Rome Art and Architecture – Dr. Beverly Heisner 

 The United States and the Middle East – Dr. Ken Perkins 

 Knights of the Quill:  Civil War Reporters – Patricia NcNeely 

 Emergence:  From Ego to Essence – Barbara Borom 

  PLUS, Our Always Popular Continuing Classes:  

Art with Marty Allen 

Bridge with John McFarren 

Classic Movies and Great Stars with Marcia Hendrix 

Creative Writing with Dr. Lisle Mitchell 

Line Dancing with Lynda Mixon  



 

 

   

 

 

The Book of Common Prayer (online):  http://www.bcponline.org/  

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church:  http://www.stmaryscolumbia.org/  

Forward Movement Publications: http://forwardmovement.org/  

Out of the Darkness: http://www.outofthedarkness.org  

Missionary Flights International:  http://www.missionaryflights.org 

Mission Aviation Fellowship:  http://www.maf.org  

Sistercare:  http://www.sistercare.com/  

York Place Episcopal Children’s Home:  www.yorkplace.org 

The Gravatt Center: www.bishopgravatt.org  

Web  

Church Staff  

The Vestry  

The Rt. Rev’d W. Andrew Waldo, Bishop  

The Rev’d C. Christopher Clements, Priest Assistant  

The Rev’d Alfredo Gonźalez, Priest and Spanish Missioner  

The Rev’d George C. Roberts, Priest Assistant  

The Rev’d Ann Pilat, Deacon for Hispanic Ministries for the  

Midlands  

J. Franklin Ballard, Parish Musician and Associate for Liturgy  

Rita Kester, Associate for Finance and Office Manager 

Antonio Cardenas, Sexton  

Sue Netzloff & Jody Davidson, Parish Nurse Volunteers 

Martha McDade, Sr. Warden 

Mark Kellam, Jr. Warden  

Michele Lyerly, Treasurer  

Harriet Mobley, Assistant Treasurer 

Adrith Schrauger, Clerk  

Jane Bleckley, Bruce Bondo, Jackie Cole,  Steven 

Mungo, Terriann Smith, John Siemers, Kenny 

Standley, Cecil Strait, Wanda Tarpley, Brian Tank-

ersley, Mary Wyatt, and Luisa Gonzalez. 

Barry Sharrock,  Christian Formation  

Kathy Gettys, Financial Stewardship  

Betsy Spriggs, Outreach  

Mike Topinka, Parish Development  

Ron Williams, Parish Life  

Mark Kellam, Property & Grounds  

Ministry Chairs  
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