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THE MESSENGER

Beloved of Saint Mary’s,

There is an old saying: “Life is hard and then you die.” I
make war with that saying. I much prefer saying life is an
unfolding mystery that passes on into the greater mystery. I
say this with the hope of the song, “Somewhere over the
rainbow.” I say this with the Easter faith we celebrate this
month, even as it is still Lent.

Pastors, police, and physicians see and hear much misery.
So do social workers. The good ones cope with hope and an
unflappable will to make things better as best as they are able. My wife, Helen, re-
tired from the State Department of Social Services last month. At her retirement
party, I was deeply touched hearing her coworkers and associates remember all the
good she has done for foster care kids. Her record is truly remarkable. I was also
touched hearing what she has been for her coworkers as a “go to person” when they
were down. Her door was always open at the department. Helen lives “over the
rainbow” and her world is better for it, including me.

It does not matter what we do, the skills we have, or our stage in life, we are able to
be someone’s advocate. We can be someone’s compassionate listener and someone’s
“go to person.” We each need those individuals for ourselves. Living our days on
both the giving and receiving ends greatly softens the potential hardness of life.
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After all is said and done, this may be our highest calling and most im-

portant ministry and anyone can do it.

As Lent draws to a close and Easter arrives, recollect the persons you have gone to
and still go to. Give thanks. They are real evidences of God’s grace in your life. Also,
think about those to whom you could be more available. Closed doors not only keep
them out, they also impede the flow of the mystery of God in our lives, both in giv-
ing and receiving.

Your Brother in Christ,




From the Editor:

While reading a popular blog site, one article in particu-
lar grabbed my attention entitled, "Parenting Decisions,
Feminism and the Stay-At-Home Mom." by Jana Lle-
wellyn.

Upon reading the first paragraph, I find that I'm com-
pletely in tears. This topic, to stay at home or not, often
comes up between myself and a couple of close friends.
We're constantly living our own personal crises over
whether or not we're making the right decision of what
to do. Some of my friends stay at home with their chil-
dren and some work, and some have found a great in-
between place. It's hard not to take a grass-is-greener
stance, always thinking it's better on the other side.

There are definite arguments for either side, for sure. One side thinks they don't see/
spend enough time with their children while the other side thinks they aren't giving
their children the stimulation they need or their daily chores/tasks prevent them
from spending non-distracted time with them. No matter what the choice is, I just
hope we as women serve as an uplifting voice for each other and not try to beat each
other down for the choices we each made. It's so very hard for every mother and
there is no right path. It's a very personal decision and it's an ever-evolving one. Life
changes so much and children enter into so many different phases that keeping a
dynamic approach to things just might be the way to make it all continue to work.
The author says it best: "A mother’s bond with her children seems to be one of perpetual
heartening and heartbreak, one of the saddest and most beautiful of human tales.”

Pondering over this article brings to mind what God must feel for his children.
While many parents stress over whether or not they made the right decisions and
hope their children turn out right, thinking they are solely responsible for how their
children “turn out”, God makes no mistakes. He gently guides us, oftentimes watch-
ing us make mistakes, and fail many, many times all the while hoping we come to
him in time of need and also for thanksgiving. I can only hope to be one ounce of
the parent that God has been to me.

Please direct all emails regarding The Messenger to:
newsletter@stmaryscolumbia.org
Katy Beckham, Editor *All articles due by the 15th of each month
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At Home: Saint Mary’s News and Events

Saint Mary’s Email Changes

Saint Mary’s has been transitioning to a new server and server-based email. In order
to receive email from the church, it is important that everyone go to their computer
and establish the following new contacts in their address book. Rita Kester manages
all the office administration, business, and financial matters and occasionally sends
emails to our contact list. Please add her name and rkester@stmaryscolumbia.org as
the address. Frank Ballard manages the musical and liturgical matters, especially the
service program and all its contents (i.e.,, Sunday servants, announcements, calen-
dar, etc.) and sends out the P-Mail with the lessons, etc. on a weekly basis. Add his
name and fballard@stmaryscolumbia.org as the address. Both Rita and Frank have
responsibility for the church calendar. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT that you add their
addresses to your contact list so that we can communicate efficiently. It would be
even better if you send them an email to confirm. This is especially true with those

using Road Runner @sc.rr.com addresses.

New email changes:
Rita Kester: rkester@stmaryscolumbia.org;

Frank Ballard: fballard@stmaryscolumbia.org;

Katy Beckham: newsletter@stmaryscolumbia.org;
Father Pridgen: bpridgen@stmaryscolumbia.org;
Father Roberts: groberts@stmaryscolumbia.org;
Father Gonzalez: agonzalez@stmaryscolumbia.org; &
Father Clements: cclements@stmaryscolumbia.org.
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Nursery Services Available

Professional child care for infants, six weeks up through age 3 is
available in the new building during Sunday worship hours.

Saint Mary’s Little Kids
By: Ingrid Driggers

On Sunday, March 13, some of Saint Mary’s families with young children met for an
ice skating adventure at the Plex in Irmo. For some, ice skating meant enjoying the
cool air, whirling around the rink, and remembering childhood adventures. For oth-
ers, ice skating was a new endeavor, with lots of gripping the side rail of the rink,
and lots of wobbling to keep from falling. Whatever the skill level, we all had a good
time. We hope others will join the fun the next time we have an event for families
with young children!

Saint Mary’s Youth Y
By: Father George Roberts @ %

Easter and the Resurrection

Easter is a time of eggs, bunnies, chocolate, and Easter dresses or suits; a time for antici-
pating yet another holiday with the specials on TV to match. That is all well and good. I
always break my fast for Lent on Easter Sunday with some kind of treat or another. As
with Christmas, we must be careful to remember why Easter is so important, why it is
such a wonderful day for us to celebrate. It is the height of our calendar/liturgical

year: Jesus rose from the dead, period. It really is, in some respects, that simple.

Let us set the scene after the crucifixion: terrified and regret-filled men and women
huddled in a room locked against the authorities and wondering, “When will they come
for me?” Peter must have still heard the echo of the rooster who crowed, reminding

him that Jesus had always said he would deny Him three times. Continied
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James and the others must have been thinking of how they had run away, fearing for
their lives after it became obvious that Jesus did not mean to resist those who came
for Him that night in the Garden of Gethsemane. Tears must have poured, soft, muf-
fled cries of anguish. He is gone, Jesus is really gone. Suddenly, a bright light filled
the room and Jesus stood there among them. As they blinked up at Him, dazed and
confused, He reaches out His hands and says, “Peace be with you.” We repeat that
phrase of greeting every Sunday, right before the Great Thanksgiving. On Easter
Sunday, Jesus dead and put away in a vaulted tomb, shattered the darkness and
was, physically and spiritually alive. How else would His followers have had the
courage to go on, to become what they, at the moment of His death, were not: pow-
erful proclaimers of the kingdom of God? The “unbelievable” truth is that Jesus did
rise. Jesus did come to His followers in their moment of doubt and need. Further-
more, He not only lifted up this huddled band of followers in that room but He calls
to us still: “peace.”

I take comfort in Jesus” Resurrection not only because I believe and know that it actu
ally happened, but because He did not rise from death to life as some trick or fancy
or magic act. He was resurrected to complete our redemption, to reunite us with
God. Jesus” words alone, His words in life, powerful as they were, were not enough
to change the world. Jesus died and rose again because without the Resurrection our
life would not be possible. Not the life we want to have, anyway. Ask yourself the
question: what do I want out of life? How do I want to make a difference in the
world? Then ask what does that have to do with Jesus’ life and resurrection? Then
talk to someone else about it. That, for me, is the power of the Easter story.

Kudos to our youth and many parents for their remarkable service to the Saint
Mary's community on Shrove Tuesday. We served more than 100 people and made
more that $700 for our mission trip to DC. It was a wonderful night of fellowship
and family. Everyone seemed to have a good time with plenty to eat. I want to ex-
tend my personal thanks to all who helped, particularly to Kathy Gettys for her
planning and assistance. We have a great group of parents, volunteers, and youth
who made it all possible.

Continued
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April Youth Calendar

Saturday, April 3: Confirmation 5-7:17 pm.

Sunday, April 10: Immediately following 10:30 am service, lunch and preparation of

palms at a home in Irmo.

Sunday, April 17: EYC dinner and program, 5:30-7:30 pm.

Guardians Needed

Guardians are parishioners who volunteer to fix minor problems with things like
plumbing, squeaks, burned out lights and other simple maintenance issues that we
would otherwise have to pay to have done, saving the church significant expense.
We have guardians “on call” for a month, then they rotate off. Being a guardian is
strictly a volunteer position. Some individuals are good at plumbing, others at mi-
nor woodworking, and so on.

Please remember to mark your calendars for the next parish workday, which is
Saturday April 9 beginning at 9:00 am. One of the primary projects will be getting
out mulch, so we need wheelbarrows, shovels and rakes. There are also several
other projects to work on, both inside and outside the church. This is a great oppor-
tunity to come spend a couple of hours getting to know each other outside the pews!

Guardian April Steve Hirsch 781-3276
Schedule Bill Carrion 732-9408
May Brian Fields 407-2716

Richard Strobel 608-8329

June John Buzzell 359-1934




Mature Adult Ministry

By: Redick Loring

The mission of the Mature Adult Ministry is to provide support for older adults and care-
givers through education and awareness of the needs of life’s transitions and resources
available. Please share your suggestions about education topics, meeting times (day of
week and time), support to caregivers, and outreach to older adults who are confined to
their homes or living in alternative placements. Please contact Redick Loring, Chair, Mature
Adult Ministry, redickloring@sc.rr.com, (803) 351-3157 for more information. Meetings are
held on Thursday at 6pm the week before the monthly speaker sessions.

By: Jerva Applegate ‘g

Our ECW symbol has special significance: The Cross represents Christ and our service

to Him in the world. The Circle stands for our hope for wholeness in our lives. The out
flowing lines from the center depict the many works of the Episcopal Church Women,
going out into the world. The intertwined lines represent our lives centered in Christ.

In this season of Lent we hope you will take some time to reflect on your role within the
ECW and why it is important to you, your Parish and the wider world.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

April 7 - Spring Branch Meeting & Salad Supper, 7:00 pm.
April 10 - ECW planning meeting, 4:00 pm.

ECW Spring Branch Meeting & Salad Supper: On April 7, at 7:00 pm, we have our
salad supper with a guest speaker, Adelle Stanley from the Alzheimer's Association, SC
Chapter. She will speak on the important topic of Alzheimer's disease. Please sign up

on the bulletin board, bring friends, and bring a salad to share

Continued
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Saint Margaret's Guild: The guild has had a busy year so far, including: visits to the
newly renovated Trinity Cathedral with lunch at Hennessey's in January; a trip to the
Art Museum with an excellent docent and lunch at DiPrato's in February; and the
Lenten service at Trinity Cathedral with lunch in March. We also donated two cases of
peanut butter and jelly to Sharing God's Love. There will be NO meeting in April due
to the Spring Branch Meeting this month. Tentative plans for our May meeting are to go
to the Governor's Mansion. For those who may not know, we usually meet on the
fourth Tuesday of most months. Come and join our fellowship!

ECW Mission Projects for 2011: Our individual chapter donations to the Diocesan
ECW funds go to many worthwhile charities and functions. This year's Mission Projects
are:

« World Mission Project: Bishop Masereka Christian Foundation, Kasese District of
Midwestern Uganda--New Medical Center

« National Mission Project: Saint Philip's Chapel, Denmark SC--Proposed Annex
Building

« Diocesan Mission Project: York Place, York, SC--Carruthers Cottage Renovations

It is rare that we have a national mission project in our own state! So if you see the line
item for these projects on our own budget, here is where that money goes.

Adult Classes offered:

The Circle: Discussion of the next week’s Gospel lesson,

Saint Mary'’s 1
Sunday School

taught by Fr. Clements in the Mary Room.
By: Art DeGennaro 2. The Gospel Acc. To John: Perhaps the most influential

document of all Christian Literature, taught by Ingrid

N L do Ui and Brent Driggers in the Parish Hall.

Jerusalem Wing for infants—3 yrs 3 The Rule of Life: Series of short courses taught by Jack

Burdett, Art DeGannaro, Kathy Gettys, and Phil Morris,

Sunday School classes for in the Isaiah Room.
children 3-12th grade available 4. Daughters of the King: Coordinated by Joyce Pipkin, in
the Chapel.




Camp Gravatt is a truly exquisite place to reflect,
explore your spiritual life, and engage with na-
ture in a way that can be challenging in these

April4-8 Spring Break Camp (75t - 6% grade)
May 28 - 29 Family Camp 1(infergenerational)

June 6-12 Elementary 1 (75t - 6" grade)
modern times. Camp Gravatt was made possible | | .2 g Elementary 2 (15— 6% grade)
with a land gift back in 1947 and opened to its June 6 - 19 Counselor in Training 1 (10% grade)
first summer for boys and girls in 1949. Since June 21 - July 1 Junior High 1 (7% - 9 grade)
then, its mission and facilities have expanded to June 26— July 1 Senior High (10% - 12 grade)
include a Conference and Retreat center that July 4-14 Junior High 2 (7 - 9 grade)

serves the entire Episcopal Diocese of Upper SC July 16 - 22 Elementary 3 (1! - 6 grade)

for meetings, retreats, and conferences for a wide | July 24-30 All Ages (15t~ 9 grade)

variety of groups. It is a ministry we want to July 16-30  Counselor in Training 2 (10" grade)
support. Use the list below to find some appro- | August5-7  Family Camp 2 (intergenerationa)
priate dates for summer camp and other activi-

ties going on throughout the year. Please go to www.bishopgravatt.org for more infor-
mation or to register (or contact Fr. George). Scholarships for various programs, includ-
ing summer camp, are available through the parish and/or Gravatt itself.

Christian Formation Ministry continues to seek new ideas and

make plans for opportunities for Bible study and Christian growth for the members
of Saint Mary's parish. When you receive this newsletter, we will be in the middle of our
Lenten observance. We hope you have been able to take advantage of the various studies
taking place at this time. Please feel free to attend sessions, even if you have not been able
to be involved the entire time.

We will have no Sunday school classes on Easter Sunday, due to the Easter brunch which
is planned for the entire parish. However, Sunday school classes will meet on Palm Sun-
day, April 17, for those who are not involved in other church activities at that time.

Parents and children, please mark the week of June 19-23 on your calendars and plan to
participate in Vacation Bible School. We are happy that Tracy Roberts will be the director
this year! Due to the busy schedule at Saint Mary's, we will begin on Sunday and conclude
on Thursday. More details will be coming in the near future. If you are interested in help-
ing in VBS in any way, please contact Father George or leave a message atthe ~  ;;,.04
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church office. The Christian Formation ministry is discussing both long-term and short-term
goals and programs for our church. We encourage every member of the parish to share
ideas and concerns you have with us. We also invite persons with interest in this area of our
church life to come and work with us. We meet in the church library on the first Tuesday of
each month at 6:00 pm.

Parish Network is the way the parishioners of Saint Mary’s take
care of each other in times of need. There are eleven teams, each
with two leaders. When there is a sickness, hospitalization, or
death in your family, you are asked to call the parish nurses and/
or the church office and they will notify the parish nurses. We
also want to know joyous news such as the birth of a child. The parish nurses notify the
team leaders for that month and they call members of their team to help with a meal, or

even something as simple as a card or phone call.

The only way we will know to reach out is if you notify the parish nurses. We want to
show our support and let you know that your church family cares about you. Too many
people “fell through the cracks” and we are trying to make that never happen again.

Lists for 2011 are posted on a bulletin board in the Hospitality Hall.

New parishioners will receive a letter informing them of which team they are on, and the
names of their team leaders. (If you are NOT on one of the teams, please let Terry Hen-
shaw know. Terry makes the lists and the parish nurses and team leaders implement the
ministry.) Again, please remember to call with the good and not-so-good news. That is the
only way we can help each other.

Parish Nurses:

Sue Netzloff suenetzloff@gmail.com cell: 917-3886 home: 957-8926 church: 798-2776

Jody Davidson jodydavidsonl@gmail.com cell: 917-3887 home: 957-8926 church: 798-2776

Terry Henshaw thenshaw@bellsouth.net ph: 237-1052
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Lent is here!
By: Jack Burdett, Christian Formation Ministry

Saint Mary’s Lenten Program is in full-swing and we hope that there is at least one study,
event, or class for everyone. Ash Wednesday occurred on March 9. This program included
traditional Church services on Ash Wednesday and will include services on Maundy Thurs-
day, Good Friday, and Easter in addition to the regular Sunday and Wednesday evening
healing services. The calendar for other classes and events is posted in the Hospitality Hall.
Continue to have an exciting and God-filled Lent!

o Father Pridgen is continuing his Men’s Bible study (1*t and 24 Samuel), during Lent.
Even if you have not attended one of these classes but are interested, please feel free to
join either the Thursday morning (8 am) or Friday noon class in the Isaiah classroom dur-
ing Lent (April 1-2). Father Pridgen is also leading us through the Stations of the Cross
every Friday evening.

o Father Pridgen and Father Roberts are co-teaching a Lenten class on prophetic vision and
how that vision calls us into new life in Christ. Father Pridgen looks at the consistent call
in the prophetic Old Testament witness for justice and righteousness, while Father Rob-
erts explores the fulfillment of that Old Testament call found in the New Testament via
Jesus Christ, with a particular eye to the Holy Land. This class meets on Thursday eve-
nings in the Hospitality Hall, 7-8:30 pm.

o Father Gonzalez and Ernie Pollock offer a continuation of the Rosary Class from last year
on Wednesday evenings in the Mary Room, 7-8:30 pm.

e Brent Driggers leads a six-week Bible study that explores the depths of our faith. Why
do we trust God? How do we view creation, Jesus, the church, and the “hereafter”? In
his short book, Tokens of Trust, Rowan Williams guides us through the fundamentals of
the Christian faith. Follow his lead, challenge yourself, and grow in love. This class
meets on Tuesday evenings in the Hospitality Hall, 7-8 pm.

The Christian Formation Committee has a Wednesday morning Bible study. Refer to the
Sunday Bulletin for information about this class.

Please refer to the Adult Christian Formation Bulletin Board for event/study dates, times,
room assignments and sign-up sheets. This is a full program and one that we believe offers
something for everyone. We are excited about the program and look forward to seeing you
there.



Contribute to the beauty of Saint Mary’s By: Peri Tibshrany

Did you know that you can contribute to the beauty of Saint Mary's
Episcopal Church? In addition to being present for our worship ser-
vices, you may want to make a dedication and contribute to the flower
fund via the flower calendar. Information on the cost and envelopes are
available adjacent to the flower calendar located on the bulletin board,
which is the last bulletin board on the left in the Hospitality Hall.

Church Directories

The Parish Development Ministry is in the process of discussing a new directory for Saint
Mary’s. Decisions will be made soon and details will be made available as plans are final-
ized. In the meantime, updates for our current directory will continue to be made. If you
have not received Directory Additions updates since Christmas, please get one from

me. Also, if you have become a part of the Saint Mary’s family and have not had your pic-
ture made, please let me know. (When I get 4 pictures, I make a new page.) If any of you
need another spiral directory, just ask me.

We have so many new faces and want everyone to get to know each other. Please wear
your nametags to Hospitality each Sunday in order to facilitate this process. If you have
lost your nametag and need another, let me know by e-mail. Terry Henshaw

Parish Life

First Communion: Parents of children in kindergarten through 4th grade
who would like to have their child participate in a first communion,

should let Fr. George know as soon as possible (grades/ages have some

flexibility, so call if your child is on either side of that range). We will

have a special Eucharist of just the children and their parents on Sunday,
April 17th, at 4pm. Contact Fr. George with questions or to register you child for this
class. Your child is eligible even if they have already been taking Communion.

Easter Egg Hunt: On April 24", all children 5th grade and under please join us for Saint
Mary’s Easter Egg Hunt, to take place during our Easter Morning Brunch. Donations of

individually wrapped candies, toys, stickers, etc, are currently being collected in the big
Easter baskets in the Hospitality Hall and entrance to the Parish Hall. Please have do-
nations to the church by Sunday, April 17. Continued
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Easter Brunch: The Parish Fellowship Ministry will host the annual Easter Brunch begin-
ning at 9:00 am, Sunday, April 24. The menu will include grits, sausage, and fruit. The cost
will be $2.00 per adult, $1.00 per child. Please look for the sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board outside the Hospitality Hall. We look forward to seeing you on Easter morning.

Sharing God’s Love Yard Sale: Saturday, April 9, 8:00 am until 12:00 pm. Sharing God'’s
Love is located at 147 Friarsgate Boulevard, Irmo, 29063. Donations for yard sale will be ac-
cepted on site until April 7, 2011.

%> Saint Mary’s Oblationers

4/3/2011 Chisolm and Katy Beckham
4/10/2011 Peggy Pickels
4/17/2011 Cyndi Boot
4/24/2011 Carl and Elaine McClure

Saint Mary’s Sunday Servants

Thursday, April 21 Maundy Thursday
7:00 PM Lector Barry Sharrock
Lector Helen Pridgen
EM Barbara MacWilliam
EM Richard Lahan
EM Liz Wheeler
EM Leslie Buzzell
April, 2011 3 10 17 (Palm Sunday) 24 (Easter)
Lectors | 8:00 | Adrith Schrauger Chuck Floyd Bill Shirey Donna Rone
10:30 | Kathy Gettys Eric Deahl John Ritner Pat Stout
Hovt Wheeler Duan Sinclair Carol McGinnisKay | Leslie Buzzell
Intercessors | 10:30 | Mary Balbach Jane Bleckley Peggy Davis Emily Simumons
Eucharistic | 8:00 | Chuck Floyd Curt Rone Steve Hirsch TP Wright
Ministers John Siemers Donna Rone Leonard Stokes Adrith Schrauger
10:30 | John Ritner Peggy Davis Arthur Lumpkin Barbara MacWilliam
Duan Sinclair Sue Netzloff Pat Carrion Bill Beckham
Karen Lumpkin Richard Lahan Liz Wheeler Redick Loring
Bill Carrion Leslie Buzzell Hoyt Wheeler Arthur Degennaro




Sunday Servants April 2011

Sunday Servants April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24
PALM EASTER
SUNDAY SUNDAY
1 1
USHERS 8:00 | Curt Rone Pete Sercer 2 2
Allen Boone Rick Malka 3 3
4 4
5
6
USHERS | 10:30 | Drew Brightwell | Larry Nichols
Clint Burdett Claude Ferry 1 1
Steve Darnell Lawrence Fralick 2 2
Brian Tankersley | John Gasque 3 3
4 4
Greeters 8:00 | Enid Conner Suzanne Coale 5
6
Greeters 10:30 | Christine Seales
Cathy McLeod
Jr. Greeters 8:00
Jr. Greeters 10:30 | Caroline & Katie
Burdett
COFFEE 8:00 | Charlotte Dunn Suzanne Coale Meredith
Fields
Ann Boyce Adrith Schrauger Betsy Hirsch
EASTER
BRUNCH
COFFEE 10:30 | Leslie Buzzell Kay Causey Barbara
Coleman
Megan Carrero Sylvia Clyburn Pat Carrion
Sandra Burdett Jackie Cole Lessie Bailey




%Sg% Saint Mary’s Acolyte Program

What are acolytes? Those young people you see in church wearing either white

robes or red cassocks and white surplices.

What do they do? They participate in a long-time Episcopal tradition of assisting in wor-
ship as crucifers and torchbearers by carrying the processional crosses and torches. They
help with the reading of the Gospel and the presentation of the bread and wine and the
offering of the gifts of the people. The Senior Acolyte carries the Gospel book and assists
in the preparation for communion.

Who can be an acolyte? Young people in grades six through twelve are invited and en-
couraged to participate.

Whom should I contact if I am interested? Mrs. Peri Tibshrany, Acolyte Advisor, at 803-
790-9714 or ptibshrany@sc.rr.com.

April Schedule
Acolytes 3 10 17 24
8:00 Crucifer
Frank Dart Josh Fields Hannah Hirsch TBA
10:30
Sr. Acolyte Lizzie Smith Grayson Vazquez Lizzie Smith TBA
Crucifers
First Ben Thomas Nick Pinelli Daniel Roberts TBA
Clergy
Elizabeth Mugo Zach Standley Emily Simmons TBA
Torchbearer
Julia Pickett Janie Lynch Tanner Matthews | TBA
Torchbearer
Alex Wyatt Sarah Marsh Elizabeth Buzzell | TBA
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Messenger: Let’s get some basics out of the way. What is your career? Why
did you choose that? Who is your family? Where did you grow up?

MK: I am a credit manager for Helena Chemical Company. Helena is a ma-
jor nationwide provider of agricultural inputs to farmers. I have worked in
agriculture my entire career; believing that what I do in some way helps
feed the world.

Both Liz and I are from High Point, NC. We were high school sweethearts, and married in
1983. We have two wonderful daughters, and were a “soccer” family for 20 years until just
last year. Our older daughter, Laura, is a senior at Roanoke College, majoring in Environ-
mental Science. Our younger daughter, Emily, transferred to Winthrop from UNC Wil-
mington last year and is majoring in Education. We lived in the Tampa area for 9 years
prior to moving here in 2005. Prior to that, we lived in Hartsville SC. Both of my parents
still live just outside Greensboro, NC. We joined Saint Mary’s in 2008.

Messenger: If I ask you to think of the most memorable moments for you in church (or
your faith journey), what comes to mind first? Why do you think this has lingered so for
you?

MK: Father Blaney’s sermon this morning (March 6) was centered on “mountain top” ex-
periences. When I think about my faith journey, there are a couple of personal experiences
where God either used me, or touched me very deeply. The first was when I was a coun-
selor at a YMCA camp in the North Carolina mountains and leading evening vespers with
our campers. Jesus took over that night, and I am still awed by His power and how He de-
livered His message of everlasting forgiveness through me to those kids. The other was an
Ash Wednesday service, on my knees at Saint Bartholomew’s in Hartsville. The cross of the
ash struck me at my core, putting life of this earth life and life eternal into perspective for
me. To this day, I find myself crossing my forehead during prayers throughout our service.

Messenger: Are you a cradle Episcopalian? If not, what church did you grow up in? Why
did you choose to become an Episcopalian?

MK: I was baptized and confirmed in the Methodist Church, but then I met Liz, and she is a
cradle Episcopalian. She made it very clear from the beginning if I wanted to worship with
her, it would be in the Episcopal Church. End of story.

Continued
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It is both an honor and challenge to serve as your Junior Warden. We are blessed with won-
derful clergy, and a beautiful place to worship; with our collective efforts, we have a grow-
ing community of caring and loving Christians who call Saint Mary’s “home.”

Micah 6:8
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.

did you choose that? Who is your family? Where did you grow up?

MM: I am a Speech-Language Pathologist and, since 1983, the Executive Di-
rector of the 5.C. Scottish Rite Centers for Childhood Language Disorders.
The Centers are nonprofit programs that provide Speech and Language
evaluation and therapy services for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers and
their families at no cost in Columbia, Greenville, and Charleston.

Hiram and I have 3 daughters, Kim, Kate, and Becca; two grandsons, Brandon and Irish; and
one granddaughter, Hayden . We have a lot of family: my Mom and my sister, my brother-in
-law, Hiram’s sister and brother-in-law, three nephews, one niece, one great-nephew, and
one great-niece. I have 5 step-siblings, as well as 18 first cousins, all their spouses, children,

and grandchildren.

None of those people live close to us so we also have a South Carolina “family” that include
our best friends and their children. So many of you here at Saint Mary’s Church who have
helped us raise our children and have gone through the ups and downs of life with us.

I grew up in the Midwest. I was born in Evanston, Illinois, and lived in small towns near
Chicago (McHenry), Pittsburgh (Coraopolis) and Milwaukee ( Cedarburgh). I attended a
small convent all girls High School in Pennsylvania for 3 years where there were 25 in my
class, but graduated from a coed, public high school in Wisconsin with a “huge” graduating
class of 280! Continued
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Messenger: If you hadn’t gone into your current career, what would you really like to be
doing instead?

MM: I have been a Speech-Language Pathologist for 33 years and cannot imagine doing
anything else. When I was five, I told everyone I was going to be a teacher when I grew up
and by fifth grade, I knew I was going to be a Special Education teacher. My first Special
Education course during my first semester in college was “Introduction to Speech Disor-
ders.” That is when I found out what kind of “special education teacher” (at least at Indiana
State University) I was going to be - a Speech-Language Pathologist. I really liked the idea
of interacting with children on an individual level. The emerging (at that time) early lan-
guage part of the field was very intriguing to me.

As I'said, it’s difficult for me to imagine being anything but a Speech-Language Pathologist,
but I do sometimes think about working in a library or bookstore. Those who know me
know that little work would get done in a library, and if I worked in a bookstore, I would
end up owing money at the end of every pay period!

Messenger: Are you a cradle Episcopalian? If not, what church did you grow up in? What
is your earliest memory of church? Why did you choose to become an Episcopalian?

MM: I am not a cradle Episcopalian. I grew up “Chicago Irish Catholic.” Both my Mom and
my Dad each had a brother who was a priest. One of them baptized me, one of them gave
me my first communion, and they both stood on either side of the Bishop when I was con-
firmed. Sometimes they said Mass on my dining room table. Seminarians babysat for me in
the summer. I grew up surrounded, loved, and pampered by priests. These are my earliest
memories. When I married a divorced non-Catholic, one of my uncles never spoke to me
again. There were other reasons too, but that was the final straw and I left the church.

When our children came along, we decided to find a church and I really wanted to be
Catholic. Hiram said it didn’t matter to him what church, but we both found the Roman
Catholic Church very unwelcoming. I finally realized that the Roman Catholic Church did
not fit me anymore, but that I would always be “culturally and ethnically” Catholic. We vis-
ited Saint Mary’s for the first time one Sunday in Lent and Robert included a quote from
Stairway to Heaven in his sermon and talked about us finding a church home in his welcom-
ing announcements to visitors. We became regular attendees and members soon after that
Sunday. Kate and Becca were raised in and by the Saint Mary’s family. Kim was baptized
and confirmed at Saint Mary’s as an adult. My brother, Steve’s, and Hiram’s parents re-

mains are buried in Saint Mary’s Memorial Garden. ,
Continued
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The Episcopal Church in general and Saint Mary’s specifically is our church home.

“You are my hiding-place;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.”

Psalm 32:8

Saint Mary’s Sacred Walk
Reflections by Jack Burdett

In preparation for walking the Labyrinth, I took the time to read the tri-fold and other mate-
rial provided by the Christian Formation Ministry. I understood that the Labyrinth was an
ancient spiritual tool dating back to 1800BC. Saint Mary’s would soon have a Labyrinth, a
place where I could walk, be with, talk with God, or I could simply enjoy the peace and soli-
tude of my journey. Ilooked forward to taking my walk and allowing God to touch my life.

Finally, March 11 arrived and I approached Saint Mary’s with an anxious heart, but an open
mind. Prior to entering the Parish Hall, I mentally reviewed my knowledge of the Laby-
rinth. Then I entered the Parish Hall. T was immediately struck by the view of the Labyrinth
nestled in the trees. The soft music seemed to be provided by angels. As I approached the
prayer stand to kneel and center my thoughts before beginning my walk, I suddenly felt like
I was looking into a garden perhaps, the Garden of Gethsemane. I knelt and prayed the
Lord’s Prayer, asking God to accompany me on my walk.

At the entrance to the garden, I looked in and saw a candle that reminded me that God was
saying, “I am the light.” Now, one-step at a time, I entered the garden and walked toward
the Risen Christ soaring above the trees beyond the north end of the garden. Winding my
way through the garden, I turned south in the direction of the light. I was amazed that there
above the trees was Mary, the Mother of Jesus with the Christ Child in her arms looking
down on the garden and on me. Following the path, I turned to the west and noticed
through the windows that the tops of the trees seemed to be olive trees off in the distance.
Again turning this time to the east, I saw flowers and trees blooming that seemed to repre-
sent happiness and new life.

All the while, moving toward the center of the Labyrinth, I was unloading my burdens on
God. AsIentered the center, I felt for sure that God was walking with me.

Continued



Continued from previous

I paused there and let him speak to me as I turned and looked at the Risen Christ and at
Mary, the mother of Jesus. I began to feel relieved of the pressures of my life and much

closer to God. Departing from the center, I allowed God to lead me, one-step at a time,

back down the winding path toward the exit of the garden. AsIapproached the light, it
seemed to say, “remember I am the light.”

Exiting the garden under the watchful eye of Mary and the Christ Child, I knew that God
had been with me on my walk. It had been a very spiritual, emotional, and moving event.
I stopped at the prayer stand and offered my thanks and praise to God for his presence in
the garden, his guidance and his love. Then I quietly departed the Parish Hall, mentally
prepared for the challenges that lie ahead.

Are your neighbors hungry?

For over 30 years, Harvest Hope has fought the battle against hunger and grown beyond
anything we truly want to see. Today we provide food to 20 counties in South Carolina,
serving over 40 million pounds of food per year. Our food distribution center operates over
20 vehicles and distributes through 475+ food pantries, soup kitchens, and shelters. In addi-
tion to our food distribution center, we also house an emergency pantry, which is located on
Shop Road in Columbia, SC and serves 400 - 700 families per day. It is remarkable that our
operational budget has remained only 2 percent.

With a 2 million dollar deficit, Harvest Hope is facing new challenges. What has contrib-

uted to this deficit?

e A 91% increase in needed food assistance due to harsh economic conditions, job losses
or medical catastrophes.

e A consistent increase in fuel costs, along with increases in truck maintenance, insurance
and transporter salaries.

« A substantial decrease in monthly contributions to Harvest Hope. Some of our past con-
tributors are now our clients.

Here are some specific things you can do to help us feed your neighbors who are hungry
and have nowhere to go.

As a faith community, sponsor a truck a month, or quarter or even per year. The cost to run
one truck, round-trip, per delivery is $500. Can you and your faith family commit to spon-
soring a delivery per month? Continued
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e For most congregations it would take each member committing $1.50 per person per
month.

e Can you donate to Harvest Hope more frequently, or increase the amount you currently
donate?

o Can your Vacation Bible School, youth group, and other groups help by collecting money
as their Outreach Mission for the month, quarter or year?

Everything counts, and we appreciate all that is gifted. Please consider hungry families as
you reflect during the Lenten Season. Will you help bring the light of hope to hungry tables?
If so, please make check payable to:

Harvest Hope Food Bank
Please note Faith Support at the bottom of your check
PO Box 451
Columbia SC 29202

If you need anyone to come to your church or group to talk about Harvest Hope outreach,
please call us or email.

Peace be with you,
Denise Holland & Kay Reardon

Kay Reardon
Inter-Faith Volunteer (803) 407.3011

Denise Holland (803) 254.4432 ext. 1129
CEO

"Providing for the needs of hungry people by gathering and sharing quality food with dignity
compassion and education”

FOOD BANK




Saint Mary’s Book Club

By: Bill Beckham

A LORD PETER WIMSEY MYSTERY

PR T
The Saint Mary’s Book Club selection for March was The NiN E
Nine Tailors, a mystery novel penned in 1934 by Dorothy .
Sayers. This book received a vote of 32 (out of 5) stars from | A1 BOR S

Book Club members in attendance at the March 13t meet-
ing.

Sayers was a renowned British crime writer, poet, play-
wright, and essayist. She was best known for her mysteries,
a series of novels and short stories set between World War I
and World War II that featured English aristocrat and amateur sleuth Lord Peter
Wimsey.

DorROTHY [.. SAYERS
il

The Nine Tailors is set in the small English village of Fenchurch Saint Paul. The
book’s title alludes to the bell that is rung in the local church tower to announce a
death in the parish. The largest of the church bells is Tailor Paul, a tenor bell on
which the sounding of nine “tailor” or “teller” strokes signifies the death of a male
member of the parish. Six strokes are sounded when a female dies and three
strokes are rung at the death of a child. Stolen jewels, mysterious bodies, a chal-
lenging cipher, ringing bells, and the eccentricities of an amateur detective made for
an entertaining and enjoyable read.

Cathy Gettys led the group discussion and came well-prepared to enlighten each of
us in the history of Change Ringing, a bell-ringing art form little known to modern-
day church goers. Our own resident literary expert, Carol McGinnis Kay, provided
an interesting overview of women detective fiction writers.

The Saint Mary's Book Club has made it's selections for the remainder of 2011. For
April, we are reading An Irreverent Curiosity: in Search of the Church’s Strangest Relic
in Italy’s Oddest Town, by David Farley. Budget Travel describes this publication as
"a travel book with an unusual story.” The discussion next month should be quite
interesting. New readers are always welcome, so please plan to join us! The April
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 10* at 7:00 pm. Please join us!



4/1 Mark Bondo . 4/20 Judi Shirley

4/2 Jane Spangler-Boone AP 1‘11 Thomas Sponseller, Jr.

4/3 Derek Strobel . Andrew Towson
Rachel Miller Blrthdays 4/21  Dick Bailey

4/4 Cindy Johnson-Tayler Katie Towson
Brian Tankersley 4/22 Thomas Pickett
Whit Jackson T. J. Neuburger

4/5 Charles Verner 4/23 Bart Norwood

4/7 Jackie Miller Matthew Mungo

4/9 Ginnie Lundgren Becca McDade
Laura Berry 4/24 Shirley McDaniel
Thomas Medlin Pat Carrion

4/10  Barbara MacWilliam Lauren Darnell
Brad Davis 4/26 - Barbara Bauknight

4/12 Bruce Kelly George Stankus

4/13 Marsha Kirchner Patrick Truesdale
Steve Pearson Lizzie Smith
Barbara Ryan 4/27 - Jim Coale
Nicholas Lombardo Ashley Smith
Becca Reyes Robin Tarpley-Paz

4/15  Kathy Strobel 4/28  Hannah Hirsch
Philip Wall 4/29 Lou Floyd

4/17  Sandra Burdett Brandy Neuburger
Riley Tankersley 4/30 Jack Burdett

4/18 Hanna Pollock Zach Tankersley
Emily Mungo Hugh Ryan
Michael Hooks Emily Coleman
Anna Lombardo Chase Green

4/19  Joyce Pipkin

Parish prayer list

Beginning Sunday, January 9, the prayer list of names in the Sunday service bulle-
tin will be revised and will continue to be revised every first Sunday of the month
thereafter. Please use the form in the parish workroom to submit and resubmit
names on a monthly basis. Names submitted in the last ten days of any month will
carry over through the following month. Please fill out all of the form and place in
the Rector’s mailbox in the parish workroom. We will no longer accept names for
the list by phone, e-mail, or notes submitted at worship; however, we will offer
prayers on a given Sunday as requested prior to worship.



S Prayers of the People <%

We remember these people in prayer:

Skip Gains Lora Dunn Chris Barrie
Marsha Lorick Pat and Ken Matthews Zhang Zhang Ma
Robert Hampton Cyndi Smith Jennifer Leary
Alice Whitehead Jerry Hodges Karen Hodges
Emilee McCoy Linda Hoffman Jeanette Mangels
Alice Segars Allie Tinsley Jeannie Funderburk
Tom Hayden Teri Tankersley Faye Rasmussen
Rachel Miller Jennifer Aull Emma Woroby
Robert Hughes Loren Carlson John Brumbaugh
Buck and Jennie Watson Emily Jones Kathy Johnson
Emily Claire Wall Tom Sponseller Laura Ferry
Bruce Bahr Ester Johnston Peter Rasmussen
David Hadden John and Amy Jane Baylis

June Turbeville

Carl Rimmer

Donna Rone

We pray for Barack Obama, our President, and those in the Armed Services, especially:

Billy Schaefer, Marilyn Jenkins, Stephen McDaniel, Alston Middleton, David Bland, Edgar Martin,

John Burdett, Jim Blanchette, Jonathan Withington, Eric Aliffi, Robert S. Gonzalez, Mallory Rebecca

McKendry, Marc Fowler, Clint Hundley, Greg Vaughn, Jonathan Guillerault, David Gray, Samson

Chastain, John Nethercutt, Wiley Alford, Matthew Brooks, James Guillerault, Joshua Chastain,

David Weinke, Quentin Parker, Talcott Nichols, Gene Limehouse, William White, Jasper Varn, Stan
Sheftall, Kyle Beaver, Kurt Love, Michael Graham, Jeremy Russell, Jay Kirkland, Lonnie Richards,
Carl Garris, Chris Meador, Cameron Fitzgerald, Johnathon Wallace, Brick Bailey, Cyndie Duckett
Burdett, Kevin McClure, ]. S. White, Ann Marie Marcellino, Al Farrarr, Geoff Reeves and Patrick

Riley.

Heavenly Father, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women in our armed forces at

home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and tempta-

tions; give them courage to face the perils that beset them; and help them to know that none can pluck out of your
hand those who put their trust in you.

We pray for all expectant mothers, especially:

Gwen Longino, Carol Ann Maklia, Katy Beckham, Ellie, Katie McFadden, Ingrid Carmichael,
Amanda Romano Hollis, and Buffy Berry.

Lord Jesus Christ, whose blessed Mother knew the joy of anticipation as well as the fears of childbirth: Grant me
the grace of a quiet mind during these days of waiting, and the strength and courage that I shall need when the
time of delivery is near. And may the child that shall be born to me bring blessing, and be a blessing always.




In the Community: Saint Mary’s Local Outreach

May Charity Sunday: Sistercare JM lercat i

Freedom
from Fear

Sistercare is a program of services for battered women and their children residing
in Fairfield, Kershaw, Lexington, Newberry and Richland counties in South Caro-
lina. Domestic violence is a far larger problem than most people realize. And unfor-
tunately they see more and more women and children who need their help.

SISTERCARE’S SERVICES INCLUDE:
Children's Services
Community Counseling Services
Community Education and Awareness
Court Advocacy
Emergency Shelters

24 Hour Service Telephone Line
Shelter Follow-Up Program
Transitional Housing
Hispanic Outreach Services
FACTS ABOUT ABUSE:

« Around the world, at least one in every three women has been beaten, co-
erced into sex or otherwise abused during her lifetime.

« South Carolina has the highest homicide rate in the nation of Caucasian
women by intimate partners. African American women rank 5th in the nation
for domestic homicide.

« Nearly one-third of American women report being physically or sexually
abused by a husband or boyfriend at some point in their lives.

« Women are five to eight times more likely to be victimized by an intimate
partner.

« Women of all races are equally vulnerable to violence by an intimate partner.

« 25% of women who are beaten are pregnant

Their cell phone fundraiser program is sponsored by Shelter Alliance, a cell phone
recycling company, GRS Wireless Recycling. Through Shelter Alliance, non-profit
agencies raise funds through the collection of used cell phones.



Shepherd’s Center of Saint Andrews

Adventures in Learning
Fun and Fellowship for Folks 50+
Spring Session meets every Tuesday, March 22 through May 17, 2011
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Classes: Poetry-itis: Catch It Now —Carolee Brandt
The Civil War-150 Years Later — Dr. Bob Ackerman
Playing Jeopardy: Spiritual Questions We Need to Ask — Barbara Borom
Make A Joyful Noise: Sacred Music — Carol Burke & Gaylon Syrett
Why Shakespeare Is My Favorite Christian Writer - Dr. Carol McGinnis Kay
Gadgets & Gizmos — Bruce Bondo
Essentials of Gardening — Sue Johnston
Advertising’s Moving Target — Chuck Sovick
Exotic Destinations — Marie Savage

Activities : Bridge, Art, Quilting, Creative Writing, Spanish, Classic Movies and Great
Stars, Line Dancing and Exercise, Tai Chi for Seniors

12:30 p.m.:  Lunch with Guest Speakers and/or Entertainers

| scenters

OF AMERICA

Shepherd’s Center is an interfaith program located at Ashland UMC, 2600 Ashland Road. Pre-
registration is recommended. For more info, contact Dr. Rebecca Swanson, Director at 731-9394.

% % Plight of the Homeless

A series of seminars focusing on homelessness in the Columbia area began on Thursday,
January 13, 7- 8:30 pm, in the Parish Hall. The seminar series will continue on the second
Thursday of each month through May 19. They are moderated by Larry Nichols, and will
include guest speakers such as Mayor Steve Benjamin and Dr. Belinda Gergel of Columbia
City Council as well as representatives from Sharing God’s Love and other service agencies

who together will help us all understand what ‘homelessness’ is in all its many facets.
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Vggv Saint Mary’s Outreach Endowment Fund

By: Bruce Bondo

In 1999, an Outreach Fund was established at Saint Mary’s with several large gifts, with
the stipulation that it grow to $20,000 before the Mission and Outreach Ministry would
have use of the earnings from the Fund. The purpose and goals of the Outreach Endow-
ment Fund have been defined over time, with further definition in process by the Vestry
and the Mission and Outreach Ministry. The Fund was established with the specific in-
tention that it continue the Parish’s commitment to outreach efforts in perpetuity for the
benefit of future generations. The use of these funds is controlled by the Vestry and the
Outreach Endowment Board. This group will manage the investment of the current
funds ($30,541.14). Once the Fund reaches $50,000 earnings (current annual income from
interest, dividends and/or capital gains from the endowment) may be distributed to the
Mission and Outreach Ministry for expenditure.

The OEMB is comprised of: the Treasurer (Chair); the Senior Warden; the Rector; a mem-
ber of the Finance Ministry appointed by the Finance Ministry Vestry Liaison (and ap-
proved by the Vestry); the Mission & Outreach (“M & O”) Ministry Vestry Liaison; and a
member of the M&O Ministry appointed by the M& O Vestry Liaison (and approved by
the Vestry). The term of appointment is for three (3) years or as new officers are elected,
whichever comes first. Appointees are ineligible for one (1) year after serving three (3)
consecutive years. Specific details concerning the Outreach Endowment Management
Board and the Outreach Endowment Fund are provided in Article VI, Section 6 and Arti-
cle IX, Section 6 of the By-Laws of Saint Mary’s.

The Outreach Endowment Fund has not reached the $100,000 level after a considerable
period of time. The Vestry is considering amending the Parish By-Laws stipulating a
change from $100,000 to the $50,000 level for approval at the next Parish annual meet-
ing. Many members of the congregation are not aware of the existence of the fund and
its purpose. Members of the Outreach Endowment Sub-Committee and the Mission and
Outreach Ministry are exploring significant projects which might be considered in the
future for the earnings and to make members of the congregation aware of the many
worthwhile possibilities for use of future earnings once the base amount is

reached. Current thinking is that disbursements should be made to the founding of new
local ministries or on-going local ministries that are in crisis in Lexington and Richland
counties. We hope that members of the congregation will assist us in reaching our goal
through gifts in the future and in providing additional ideas for consideration of worth-
while outreach efforts for Saint Mary’s in carrying out God’s work.



(& Web e The Book of Common Prayer (online): http://www.bcponline.org/
@ e Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church: http://www.stmaryscolumbia.org/
Resources . forward Movement Publications: http://forwardmovement.org/
e Out of the Darkness: http://www.outofthedarkness.org
e Missionary Flights International: http://www.missionaryflights.org
e Mission Aviation Fellowship: http://www.maf.org
o Sistercare: http://www.sistercare.com/
e York Place Episcopal Children’s Home: www.yorkplace.org

e The Gravatt Center: www.bishopgravatt.org

Church Staff

The Rt. Rev’d W. Andrew Waldo, Bishop

The Rev’d J. Blaney Pridgen, III, Rector %
The Rev’d C. Christopher Clements, Priest Assistant

The Rev’d Alfredo Gonzalez, Priest and Spanish Missioner
The Rev’d George C. Roberts, Priest Assistant

The Rev’d Ann Pilat, Deacon for Hispanic Ministries for the
Midlands

Ministry Chairs

Barry Sharrock, Christian Formation

’ ) Kathy Gettys, Financial Stewardship
The Rev’d Susan T. Parlier, Deacon Betsy Sprigs, Outreach

J. Franklin Ballard, Parish Musician and Associate for Liturgy Mike Topinka, Parish Development
Rita Kester, Associate for Finance and Office Manager Ron Williams ’P arish Life
Antonio Cardenas, Sexton ’

Mark Kellam, Property & Grounds
Sue Netzloff & Jody Davidson, Parish Nurse Volunteers

Martha McDade, Senior Warden
Mark Kellam, Junior Warden
Michele Lyerly, Treasurer
The Vestry Harriet Mobley, Assistant Treasurer
Mary Wyatt, Clerk
Jane Bleckley, Bruce Bondo, Jackie Cole, Brent
Driggers, Betsy Hirsch, Janice Smith, Terriann
Smith, John Siemers,
and Pam Vazquez

Visit us online at www.stmaryscolumbia.org
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