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Holy Eucharist: Sun 8:00 am & 10:30 am, Spanish 12:30 pm: Holy Eucharist & Healing Svc Wed 6pm 

Evening Prayer: Tues 6 pm Th 6:30 pm; Morning Prayer: M, F, Sat 9:30 am 

Parish office hrs: M-Th 9-5, F 9-12, Saturdays by appt. 

BÌÓÖÝÌËɯÖÍɯ2ÈÐÕÛɯ,ÈÙàɀÚȮ 
 

Since we publish a single newsletter for the months of July 

and August, this will be my final letter for The Messenger. 

With this in mind, I am led to write about three matters 

very important to me.  

The first is to thank you for reading these letters over the 

years and taking them to heart. Almost every month I have 

received encouraging comments from many of you about 

my Messenger letters, what they have meant to you and oth-

ers. I have deeply appreciated that, both as a priest and one 

who loves to write. Many times, I have been able to say something I believe is as im-

portant as any sermon, but which I could not make work in the form of a sermon ad-

dressing any particular set of readings from the Sunday lectionary. Most of my let-

ters have been topical sermons of a sort and you have respectfully received and re-

sponded to them as such. Again, thank you. 

The second matter concerns all parish communications, of which this newsletter is 

very important. This includes community news and notes, Sunday servants, and cal-

endar of events in the service program. This includes our website, email and snail 

mailings, the bulletin boards in the Hospitality Hall, phone call reminders, Parish 

office communications, and verbal announcements prior to worship. This includes 

the minutes of vestry and ministry meetings.  
Continued   



 

 

Continued from previous 

(This does not include mental telepathy, crystal balls, astrology, and 

parking lot talk, all of which are very unreliable). In church life, there is 

no such thing as too much communication, except in matters of gossip and very per-

sonal concerns. In addition, no church will ever be perfect at it. It seems to me that 

there will always be too much information, coming out too fast, with too few people 

to manage it. Mistakes, misinformation, and omissions will happen. This should not 

ÓÌÈËɯÛÖɯÉÐÊÒÌÙÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÏÜÙÛɯÍÌÌÓÐÕÎÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÖɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÏÈÙËÌÙɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÏÌÓ×ȭɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐɪ

cate. 

Finally, I ask that you especially endeavor to come together in unity and love during 

the search process. Intend to do a little extra in your individual ministries. Stand 

strong behind your vestry and staff. They will need your unwavering support. As 

outstanding candidates consider the call, and there will be many, let them see a well-

oiled ministering machine fueled with premium community. In my eyes, that is who 

you are. Stay that way. Your faithful work during this time will be the most power-

ful prayer you can pray for the search committee and your new rector. I expect this 
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Your Brother in Christ,  



 

 

From the Editor:  

 

With the lack of something clever to say for this newsletter, I wanted to remind everyone 

that there will not be another newsletter until September 1, 2011. The next deadline to be 

mindful of is August 15.  This time off will help me with our new little one (when she de-

cides to arrive) and also allow many of you to compile trip/event recaps so that we may 
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renewal before fall. It may also give us time to jump into our ministries or perhaps seek 
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summer! 

 

Katy Beckham, 

editor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please direct all emails regarding The Messenger to:  

newsletter@stmaryscolumbia.org  

*All articles due by the 15th of each month 



 

 

 

 

Many of the volunteers who answer phones in the parish office are making plans 

to be away this summer and one of the regular ladies just had a baby.  Anyone in-

terested in helping out in this important function please contact Jane Bleckley (732

-5852) or (Nbleckley@SC.RR.com).  I have some vacancies in the schedules for July 

and August so we can get you started right away.   

 

This is not an obligation for a huge amount of time; nor, is there a heavy learning 

curve.  A couple of half days a month suits many of these wonderful people and if 

you can answer the phone, you are accomplished.  There is usually time during a 

ɁÚÏÐÍÛɂɯÛÖɯÙÌÈËȮɯÚÛÜËàȮɯÖÙɯÊÈÛÊÏɯÜ×ɯÖÕɯÚÖÔÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯËÌÚÒÞÖÙÒɯȹÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÓÌÛÛÌÙÚȮɯ

even figuring your taxes).  We would love to have men as well as women, and 

young or senior.  People who have been a member of the parish for many years 

enjoy this ministry and it is a great way for newcomers to become better ac-

ØÜÈÐÕÛÌËɯÈÕËɯÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌÈÉÓÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ2ÈÐÕÛɯ,ÈÙàɀÚȭ 

 

Though not demanding, these volunteers are important to the parish.  If clergy 

and staff know someone is there to catch the phone and answer the door, their 

concentration is not interrupted by the need to shift into another mode.  We just 

ÛÙàɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯ2ÈÐÕÛɯ,ÈÙàɀÚɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÌÍÍÐÊÐÌÕÛȭɯɯ(ÍɯÈɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÍÓÈÚÏÌÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ

your mind that this might be a fit for you, please get in touch with me.  

 Ûɯ'ÖÔÌȯɯ2ÈÐÕÛɯ,ÈÙàɀÚɯ-ÌÞÚɯÈÕËɯ$ÝÌÕÛÚ 
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New email changes:  

Rita Kester: rkester@stmaryscolumbia.org 

Frank Ballard: fballard@stmaryscolumbia.org 

Katy Beckham: newsletter@stmaryscolumbia.org 

Father Pridgen: bpridgen@stmaryscolumbia.org 

Father Roberts: groberts@stmaryscolumbia.org 

Father González: agonzalez@stmaryscolumbia.org 

Father Clements: cclements@stmaryscolumbia.org 
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Luke 10: 29-35 is the parable of the Good Samaritan.  We are all very familiar with 
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man is on the dangerous road from Jericho, so the parable goes, and is set upon by 

thieves, beaten, and left for dead. After being passed by on the road by a Levite and 
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the badly injured man but he takes him to a safe place and pays for his care. The Sa-

ÔÈÙÐÛÈÕɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÌÌɯÈɯ)ÌÞɯÓàÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÈËȰɯÏÌɯÚÌÌÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÐÕɯÕÌÌËȮɯ

one who bears the only markings of a neighbor we ever need consider:  he is a hu-

man being.   

Our youth (with three of us older types) went on a mission trip recently to inner city 

Washington, DC.  We did our ministry at an outreach called SOME (So Others Might 

Eat), working in the kitchen serving food, cleaning up and setting up.  We did some 

other things, too.  It was blistering hot outside and the people who came in were get-

ting out of the heat and trying to find a place to sit and eat.  They did not look like us 

in many ways.  Most of them were African American, and most of us were not.  Most 

of them were missing a tooth or two, were dirty, many unhealthy, many mentally ill 

or in other ways incapacitated.  However, they each bore the markings of a human, 

just like us; a child of God, just like us.  We came to SOME to help attend to the 

needs of the homeless, but tried to do much more.  Therefore, it is not only impor-

tant that we attend to the basic needs of the less fortunate, like the Good Samaritan, 

but that we love them; that we try to go the extra mile.  As we slip in the lazy days of 

ÚÜÔÔÌÙȮɯÓÌÛɯÜÚɯÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÔÐÕËÍÜÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÔÈÕàɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯ

easily walk by on the road to some place we must go.  Let us not leave brothers and 

sisters, children of God, by the side of the road if we have any means to help them.  

God bless your summer. 

By: Father George Roberts  

Nursery Services Available  

Professional child care for infants, six weeks up through age 3 is  

available in the new building during Sunday worship hours.  
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Continued from previous 

Summer Youth Calendar  

 

 

Saturday, July 16: Day at the lake, tentatively at 

2ÜÌɯÈÕËɯ)ÖËàɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÖÕɯ+ÈÒÌɯ,ÜÙÙÈàȮɯƕƕÈÔɯ 

until ??, for boating, swimming, fishing, eating 

ridiculous amounts of food, etc.  

 

 

 

Tuesday, August 2: Carowinds (amusement park near Charlotte). Cost is $41.99 

(discount rate we purchase online) $56 at the gate. 8:30am departure. 

 

 

Friday -Sunday, August 19 -21: Saluda Fall Youth Retreat. Our annual journey up to 

,ÙÚȭɯ3ÌÙÙàɯ'ÌÕÚÏÈÞɀÚɯÏÖÔÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÜÕÛÈÐÕÚɯÖÍɯ-"ȭɯ%ÜÕɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚȮɯÚÏÈÙÐÕÎɯÍÌÓÓÖÞɪ

ship in a beautiful setting. For 6-12th graders. 

 

 

 



 

 

Mature Adult Ministry  

                    By: Redick Loring  

 

The mission of the Mature Adult Ministry is to provide support for older adults and care-

ÎÐÝÌÙÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÌËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÈÞÈÙÌÕÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÌËÚɯÖÍɯÓÐÍÌɀÚɯÛÙÈÕÚÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯ

available. Please share your suggestions about education topics, meeting times (day of 

week and time), support to caregivers, and outreach to older adults who are confined to 

their homes or living in alternative placements. Please contact Redick Loring, Chair, Mature 

Adult Ministry, redickloring@sc.rr.com, (803) 351-3157 for more information.  Meetings are 

held on Thursday at 6pm the week before the monthly speaker sessions. 

Guardians Needed  

Guardians are parishioners who volunteer to fix minor problems with things like 

plumbing, squeaks, burned out lights and other simple maintenance issues that we 

would otherwise have to pay to have done, saving the church significant expense.  

6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÜÈÙËÐÈÕÚɯɁÖÕɯÊÈÓÓɂɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÔÖÕÛÏȮɯÛÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÙÖÛÈÛÌɯÖÍÍȭɯɯ 

 

July  Bob Hayden 

Bill Carrion  

331-8588 

917-0206 

August  Bob Smith  

September ______ ______ 

Guardian  

Schedule 

 Adult Classes offered: 

1. The Circle : #ÐÚÊÜÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯÞÌÌÒɀÚɯ&ÖÚ×ÌÓɯÓÌÚÚÖÕȮɯ

taught by Fr. Clements in the Mary Room. 

2. The Gospel Acc. To John: Perhaps the most influential 

document of all Christian Literature, taught by Ingrid 

and Brent Driggers in the Parish Hall.  

3. The Rule of Life : Series of short courses taught by Jack 

Burdett, Art DeGannaro, Kathy Gettys, and Phil Morris, 

in the Isaiah Room. 

4. Daughters of the King: Coordinated by Joyce Pipkin, in 

the Chapel. 

        Nursery Available in  the  

Jerusalem Wing for infantsɭ3 yrs  

      Sunday School classes for       

children 3-12th grade available 

By: Art DeGennaro 
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Sunday School  



 

 

Parish Life  

"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ&ÖÚ×ÌÓɯ$ß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯ5ÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÚɯ-ÌÌËÌË: Each Sunday, 

during the sermon, children ages 4-7 depart and go to the chapel off the nar-

thex for a lesson/activity relating to that day's readings. The number of vol-

unteers has become quite small and we could use your help. Please consider 

adding your name to the rotation for leading a Children's chapel time. There 

is not a lot of prep involved and we are always working to find ways to make the time even 

more fruitful for leaders and the children. Contact Fr. Roberts at the church office or Ingrid 

Driggers at 749-5983 or ingriddriggers@yahoo.com if you are interested. 

Photos by Nick Pinelli  


